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EAT WAYNE COMMANDERY No. 4 
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 


In Hoc Signo Vinces 


CENTENAIAL 
lid - - - 1993 


MASONIC TEMPLE AODITORIOM 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


J Spneral 


It is a distinct honor and a privilege to welcome all Sir Knights and their 
ladies who are assisting us today as we commemorate the one hundred years 


existence of Fort Wayne Commandery No. 4, an order founded on the precepts 


of the Christian religion. 826445 


No doubt, the attraction of deeds of charity and pure benificence caused 
that great proponent of Freemasonry, Eminent Sir Sol D. Bayless to crave 


admission to the honor and rewards that await a valiant Templar. 
i 


A century ago, with a desire to devote his remaining years to deeds of 
more exalted usefulness, Sir Knight Sol D. Bayless formed Fort Wayne Com- 
mandery No. 4, and the courage and constancy of the Sir Knights since that 
time make a centennial celebration possible by one of the strongest and finest 


Commanderies in Indiana. 


It has been an honor and a privilege to be the one-hundredth Commander 
of Fort Wayne Commandery, and it is my earnest prayer that you press forward 
“with fortitude undaunted to greater victories — when the reign of the Blessed 
Emanuel, the Prince of Peace, the great Captain of our Salvation, shall become 
Universal and eternal.” 


GARIZLSSHROY ER: 


Eminent Commander 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF INDIANA 


peers 


RT. EMINENT SIR PAUL G. SMILEY 


Peal (Ge: Sina aide acne cre eres crn Ry hice ana Grand Commander 
Ghathess He Gok ci. 1 ween eerie a Deputy Grand Commander 
Sariuie lisa Crea KG.a6 hen ceteamiet season te merece Grand Generallissimo 
NORTE ra ba vaya rege recat Bop eects cee antes Grand Captain General 
Edwine Me Derm lowes arememicer sea toss er Grand Senior Warden 
Gehl burebostetaiee yer cece een ee Grand Junior Warden 
JbrankeNicG chee ve. emer nce caer en onan s Grand Prelate 
eeu rSeELinsiia Wiel: Cr Gree ents cian meee tee Grand Treasurer 
ifelavar 1h Vofovelebey NCA Creen, an rene oro cca Grand Recorder 
\feSelewh Noid aaer a yearn ee ay cic Grand Standard Bearer 
MarvingM eroulk Grenier st eters reer Grand Sword Bearer 
JAMeESeA AW tllis seers crime nas eet nies ees eeereace a, eee Grand Warder 


Bers selibio suit n CCl see. ce renee. Grand Captain of the Guard 


FORT WAYNE COMMANDERY NO. 4 


OFFICERS—1853 
SOB me Daylesseret mt a et. Commander 
PACS MAG OLILICM ee tren cscays tesa Generalissimo 
| flats leh cennisom teens reverie Captain General 
1s acd Natal Sno 1G, caren ee meer eT Treasurer 
Sammuclerhcdsal een tenet ree eee eee Recorder 
Eminent Sir Sol D. Bayless 
Ghatless Gaseuer eres atin ie cthen Senior Warden 
Commander—1853 
LLC RIE yam OL Ketone tert cteesester corer. Junior Warden 
Wit eM ClO na lclassreeeeran ee Standard Bearer 
Wisi ASE SOPAla © Onur n he eon ere Sword Bearer 
BRGaGipel aren eer eo taattetrace, tater Warder 
(fetal, JRaxttattS Gy ar tectes Grmopeacce Rare en Sentinel 
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FORT WAYNE COMMANDERY NO. 4 


OFFICERS—1953 
Cot! 1k, SIOWON See coe Commander 
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Comite 10) DUANantel aera eoeateence e Captain General 
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Everett E. Miles........ Gan ean: Treasurer 
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STR TC ES I eas cence peepee ee eae eer Guard 
Pa OODCL E.G. vs nnsarenerscacrsstnesheandd- su-- ce Trustee 
Byrots a SOmMets BiG... cies ceccse cect esewenecesensss- Trustee 


Rr FIPS SIM OLLOW. Gb Ca, .a cic nacsanssezs ane acedeotos Trustee 


Eminent Sir Carl L. Shroyer 


Commander—1953 


OUR OWN 
EMINENT SIR SAMUEL S. GEAKE 
GRAND GENERALISSIMO 


Aside from his most strenuous duties as Secretary of the Scottish Rite, 
valley of Fort Wayne, Eminent Sir Knight Geake has always found time for 
the promotion of Templarism, not alone in his own commandery, but through- 
out the entire district. Sir Knight Sam is well recognized as a true proponent 


of Freemasonry and has served the various bodies of the Rite most faithfully. 


He served as Master of Summit City Lodge Ne. 170, F. & A. M., year 
1935; as High Priest, Fort Wayne Chapter No. 19, 1933; as Sovereign Master, 
Fort Wayne Council No. 4, 1953; as Commander Fort Wayne Commandery 
No. 4, 1945; is now the Grand Generalissimo of the Grand Commandery of 
Indiana; and has been a long time member of Fort Wayne Mizpah Temple, 


A. A.O. N. M.S. 


As a reward for his earnest endeavors in both the York and Scottish Rite 
Eminent Sir Geake was crowned a Grand Inspector General of the Supreme 
Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in 1941. He is a member of the 
Royal Order of Jesters and Red Cross of Constantine, of which body he was 
elected the Illustrious Sovereign in 1952. He received the order of High Priest- 
hood in 1933, the Thrice Illustrious degree in 1952 and was made a member 


of the KYCH in 1953. 


Fort Wayne Commandery No. 4 is proud to have as one of its members 
such a mason as Sir Knight Samuel S. Geake, and congratulates him on his 


achievements. 
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1853-4-8-9 


1861 
1855 
1856-7 
1860-2 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868-9 
1870 
1871-80 
1872 
1873-4 
Roy) 
1876-7 
1878 
1879 
1881 
1882 
1883-4 
1885-6 
1887-8 
1895-6 
1889-90 
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* Deceased. 


1923-4 


Chronology 


The Fort Wayne Templar history begins with a recommendation by North 
West Encampment No. 13 of West Unity, Ohio, to the Grand Master of the 
United States, William B. Hubbard, that he give the Fort Wayne knights a 
dispensation to form an encampment. This he did, and on May 24, 1853, the 
local knights met under dispensation with Sol D. Bayless acting as M. E. G. 
Commander, James Collins as Generalissimo and James High as Captain 


General. 


By-laws were read and adopted at this first meeting. The initiation fee was 
set at twenty dollars and the anual dues one dollar, payable in quarterly install- 
ments. Five petitions were received at this meeting from Companions Henry 
Work, Isaac Ayers, B. G. Cipel, Charles Case, Samuel Edsall and Wm. H. Mc- 
Donald. At a meeting held May 31st, they were elected to membership. The 
next evening, the Red Cross Order was conferred and the following evening 


the Orders of the Temple and Malta were conferred for the first time. 


On September 19, 1853, the Grand Encampment Conclave, held at Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, granted Fort Wayne Encampment No. 4 a perpetual charter 
and warrant, which is still on the walls of our social room. Fort Wayne Encamp- 
ment met October 15, 1853, in the “Chapter Hall” and elected the following 
officers: Sol D. Bayless, M. E. G. Commander; James Collins, Generalissimo; 
James High, Captain General; F. R. Rockwell, Treasurer; Samuel Edsall, Re- 
corder; Charles Case, Senior Warden; Henry Work, Junior Warden; Wm. H. 
McDonald, Standard Bearer; Wm. H. Ozier, Sword Bearer; B. G. Cipel, Warder; 
Jacob Landis, Sentinel and Isaac Ayers, Prelate. These officers were installed 
December 14, 1953. 


At the request of Lafayette Encampment, our local Sir Knights adopted 
on April 7, 1854, a resolution for the Grand Encampment of the United States 
to grant a charter for a Grand Commandery in Indiana. This request was con- 
curred in and on May 16, 1854, agreeable to a call by the several encampments 
of the state, an Indiana organization was perfected. It consisted of Rapier En- 
campment No. 1 of Indianapolis, Greensburg Encampment No. 2 of Decatur 
County, Lafayette Encampment No. 3 and Fort Wayne Encampment No. 4. 
Sol D. Bayless was elected Grand Captain General and James Collins, Grand 
Senior Warden. Fort Wayne then had a membership of 18 members, which 
gradually increased until, at the end of 1927, when Dr. Wilbur E. Neuen- 


schwander was Commander, we reached our peak membership of 603 members. 


The first conclaves of Fort Wayne Encampment of Knights Templar were 
held in Kiser’s Hall located on the east side of Calhoun street on the first lot 
south of the alley between Main and Columbia streets. Later, the Knights moved 
to Stewart’s Hall in the same block, then to the MacDougal Block located on 
the northwest corner of Calhoun and Berry streets, thence to the Masonic Temple 
on the northeast corner of Wayne and Clinton streets and in 1923 to our 
present luxurious quarters on the fifth floor of the Masonic Temple at 216 


East Washington Boulevard. 


Fort Wayne Commandery has been honored by having five of its Past 
Commanders serve as Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Indiana. 
They are Solomon D. Bayless, 1860-64; David P. Whedon, 1870-71; Andrew 
Holman Hamilton, 1874-75; Samuel B. Sweet, 1882-83 and Gaylard M. Leslie, 
1923-24. Samuel S. Geake is now the Grand Generalissimo of the Grand Com- 
mandery. When Sol. D. Bayless was Grand Commander of Indiana, he attended 
the 1862 Tri-ennial of the Grand Encampment of the United States and acted 
as Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee of that conclave and at its end 
was elected Grand Junior Warden of the Grand Encampment of the United 


States. 


Our Commandery has always been active in participating in Grand Com- 
mandery parades and drill corps competitions. We have trophies in our social 
room that we brought back from the conclaves of 1915, 1922, 1928, 1935, 1937, 
1951 and 1953. We have maintained a Knight Templar band organization since 
1915 when in Indianapolis we proudly marched behind the first Knight Templar 
band of Indiana, the day that Dr. Leslie was started in the Grand Commandery 
line. We Fort Wayne Knight Templars are very proud of our first hundred years 
of existence beginning with the foundation work of Eminent Sir Bayless and 


ending with the active administration of Eminent Sir Carl L. Shroyer. 


In conclusion it is appropriate to quote from an address of Grand Com- 
mander Sol. D. Bayless who in 1862 said: “Some members may think because 
they love the order that we should be more prosperous, and should have ac- 
cumulated more funds, but it must be remembered that those outside our 
Asylum cannot appreciate the beauties and benefits of the order and can only 
judge of it by the character and deportment of the members comprising it. It 
then becomes our duty to guard well the avenues to the Asylum, admit none 
except the good and true, and above all in importance, guard well the words 
and acts of those within, that harmony and Knightly courtesy may prevail and 


all dwell together in unity.” 
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OCTOBER 10, 1953 


CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


FORT WAYNE COMMANDERY NU. 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


2:30 p.m—Commandery Room 
First Section 
Order of the Temple 


Officers of Grand Commandery of Indiana 


5:30 p.m.—Dining Room 
Invocation—Eminent Sir Rev. Robert T. Beck 
Banquet 
Entertainment—Fort Wayne Scottish Rite Choir 
Remarks—Eminent Sir Carl L. Shroyer 


Address—Sir Knight J. Luther Seng 


8:00 p.m.—Commandery Room 
Full Form Opening 


Reception of Distinguished Guests 


8:30 p.m.—Second Section 
Order of the Temple 


Officers of Grand Commandery of Indiana 


CTE 


GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
W. Carl Huber, Chairman 


W. H. Utterbach Melvin G. Honeck 
Byard H. Smith, P..C. Brown Cooper, P. C. 
PUBLICITY 
Harl C. Bradley, P. C., Chairman 
Carter Palmer Stanley Putman 
George Gable Shubel Boggs 
Grey Wagner Alfred O. Schell 


REGISTRATION 

Edward Klomp, P. C., Chairman 

Arthur Walda Fred Ackerman 
Arthur C. Stein 


BANQUET 
Don K. Thrasher, Chairman 


James J. Johnston Wayne Kruse 


RECEPTION 
W. J. Adams, P. C., Chairman 
Dr. Charles D. Morrow, P. C. John D. Lombard, P. C. 
JOuMs)® bicit¢ bac P. Martin Elberson, P. C. 
Bruce D. Farmer, P. C. George G. Winning, P. C. 


ORGANIST 
Harry D. Brattain 


CENTENNIAL CLASS SUPERVISOR 
Harty, aller se @ 


LADIES’ ENTERTAINMENT 
The Fort Wayne Social Order of Beauseant No. 139 will entertain the 
ladies of all attending Sir Knights during the afternoon and evening, headed 


by the following committee: 
Mrs. W. Harold Utterbach, Chairman 


Mrs. Carl Shroyer Mrs. Grey Wagner 
Mrs. Carter Palmer Mrs. Robert Kreckman 
Mrs. Stanley Putman Mrs. Samuel S. Geake 
Mrs. Don K. Thrasher Mrs. Everett E. Miles 


Mrs. George G. Winning Mrs. Arthur C. Stein 


CO} 
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op 
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aa, Year Weer of aie Cae Vo. 4 


Standing: Left to right—Sir Knights, Stanley R. Putman, Senior Warden; George Gable, Recorder; 
Grey I. Wagner, Junior Warden; Arthur C. Stein, Sentinel; Don K. Thrasher, Warder. 

Seated: Wilfred H. Utterbach, Generalissimo; Carl L. Shroyer, Eminent Commander; Carter D. Palmer, 

Eminent Sirs George G. Winning, Prelate; Everett E. Miles, Treasurer; Brown Cooper, Charles D. 

Trustees: pictures on following page. W. Carl Huber, Sword Bearer, absent. 


James Johnson, Standard Bearer; 


Captain General; 
Morros, Byron H. Somers, 


BROWN CHARLES D. BYRON H 
COOPER MORROW SOMERS 


Eminent Sir Brown Cooper, Trustee—Sir Knight Cooper has served on the 
Fort Wayne Commandery Board of Trustees for 33 years, and has been Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the Masonic Associated Board of Trustees for the same period 
of time. 


Eminent Sir Charles D. Morrow, Trustee—Sir Knight Morrow has faith- 
fully conferred the Order of Red Cross for twelve years for Fort Wayne Com- 
mandery, and is widely known for his splendid presentation. 


Eminent Sir Byron H. Somers, Trustee—Sir Knight Somers has served on 
the Board of Trustees for several years and is our senior living Past Commander, 
having served in 1913. 


EVERETT E. GEORGE G. 
MILES WINNING 


Eminent Sir Everett E. Miles, Treasurer—Space does not permit enumer- 
ating the titles Sir Knight Everett has agquired from his York Rite activities. 
He has efficiently served Fort Wayne Commandery as Treasurer for 27 years. 


Eminent Sir George G. Winning, Prelate—Sir Knight George has most 
faithfully served as prelate for Fort Wayne Commandery for 25 years and he 
has endeared himself to all Knights Templar who have been privileged to wit- 
ness his splendid presentation. , 
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